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TO  THE 

MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  and  COUNCILLORS 


OF  THE 

YEOVIL  BOROUGH  COUNCIL 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1952. 
GENERAL  REMARKS 

As  in  previous  years  the  health  of  the  community  has  been  satis¬ 
factory,  there  being  no  major  epidemics  of  illness  or  disease.  There 
was  an  increased  incidence  of  whooping  cough,  73  cases  as  compared 
with  the  previous  year  of  49. 

The  Death  Rate  was  11-49,  the  corrected  death  rate  being  10-59, 
as  compared  with  12-97  for  the  previous  year. 

The  Corrected  Birth  Rate  was  15-23  which  shows  a  slight  fall  as 
compared  with  the  previous  year  of  15-4. 

The  population  of  the  Borough  as  given  by  the  Registrar  General 
is  23670,  which  is  an  increase  of  260  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year. 

HOUSING 

During  the  year  only  99  houses  were  completed  as  compared  with 
127  for  the  previous  year.  I  understand  from  the  Housing  Manager 
that  there  are  good  grounds  for  anticipating  a  considerable  increase 
in  the  number  of  completed  houses  for  the  year  1953.  The  following 
list  shows  the  number  of  applicants  for  council  houses  and  it  is  obvious 


that  the  necessity  for  additional  houses  for  the  Borough 
mount  need. 

is  still  a 

para- 

Applicants  on  the  Waiting  List  at  31st  December, 

1952 — 

1952 

1951 

Sub-tenants  with  children 

391 

390 

Sub-tenants  with  no  children 

275 

298 

Householders  with  children 

422 

408 

Householders  with  no  children 

102 

111 

Tenants  of  Huts  with  children 

10 

22 

Tenants  of  Huts  with  no  children 

1 

1 

With  regard  to  the  last  two  categories  all  tenants  of  huts  within 
the  Borough  have  now  been  rehoused  in  Council  Houses,  the  present 
applicants  being  resident  outside  the  Borough,  but  employed  in  the 
Yeovil  Borough. 

The  problem  which  is  becoming  yearly  a  greater  one  is  that  of 
the  care  of  the  aged  and  chronic  sick,  and  this  is  partially  linked  up 
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with  the  lack  of  homes.  The  natural  protectors  of  old  people  are  their 
children,  but  quite  frequently  the  children  who  are  married  and  have 
their  own  children,  are  living  in  overcrowded  conditions  and  due  to 
lack  of  space  are  not  able  to  provide  the  necessary  accommodation. 

A  case  exists,  in  my  opinion,  for  a  certain  percentage  of  houses 
built,  to  be  let  to  people  who  will  care  for  their  aged  parents  in  their 
homes,  and  such  tenancies  should  be  conditional  that  the  tenants 
continue  to  care,  for  their  parents.  The  care  of  old  people  and  chronic 
sick  has  become  a  responsibility  of  Local  Health  Authorities  and 
Regional  Hospital  Boards,  but  it  is  an  unwritten  moral  responsibility 
of  the  inhabitants  of  a  Local  Authority. 

Apart  from  the  difficulty  in  providing  accommodation  there  may 
be  financial  difficulties  for  parents  with  young  children  to  provide  for 
the  grandparent,  or  possibly  grandparents,  but  it  would  be  in  the 
financial  interests  of  the  Local  Health  Authority  and  Regional  Hospital 
Boards  if  such  a  scheme  as  the  one  outlined  above  could  be  put  into 
operation,  and  if  necessary,  financial  support  should  be  forthcoming 
from  these  two  Authorities. 


FOOD  SERVICES 

Attention  is  drawn  to  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  remarks 
regarding  the  above.  The  cleanliness  of  food  Premises,  and  of  cafes 
in  particular,  has  been  a  matter  of  considerable  concern  to  the  Health 
and  Sanitary  Committee.  In  October,  1951,  Mr.  Morgan  wras  appointed 
as  an  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  his  duties  to  have  special  reference 
to  the  inspection  of  Cafes  and  Public  Houses. 

A  survey  of  all  the  Cafes  and  Public  Houses  was  completed  during 
the  past  year,  and  as  a  result  of  informal  reports  considerable  improve¬ 
ments  in  layout  and  equipment,  particularly  in  regard  to  the  provision 
of  hot  water  for  washing  up  purposes,  has  been  effected.  It  must  be 
emphasised  that  the  final  remedy  for  dirty  and  damaged  crockery, 
table  cloths  and  cutlery,  lies  with  the  public  who  should  bring  any 
justifiable  complaint  to  the  immediate  notice  of  the  person  in  charge. 

I  wish  to  take  the  opportunity  again  of  recording  my  appreciation 
of  the  help  and  co-operation  received  from  the  Council,  in  particular 
Alderman  W.  J.  C.  Pittard,  Chairman  of  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
Committee,  and  of  the  members  of  the  staff. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 


Your  obedient  servant, 


(Signed) 


P.  POWER  FOX. 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 

GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  Borough  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2,256  acres 

Rateable  Value  (31st  March,  1953)  .  .  .  .  .£185,679 

Estimated  Produce  of  Id.  rate  in  the  year  ending 

31st  March,  1953  .  .  .  .  .  .  £724 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (31st  March,  1953)  7,072 

Population  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  23,670 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

REGISTERED  LIVE  BIRTHS 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

340 

155 

185 

Illegitimate 

17 

7 

10 

357 

162 

195 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  .  . 

15-08 

Corrected  Birth  Rate  .  . 

•  • 

•  •  •  • 

15-23 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

9 

8 

1 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

— 

Grand  Total  : 

10 

8 

1 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births 

. . 

27-5 

DEATHS 

Total 

Male 

Female 

272 

117 

155 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

•  •  •  • 

11-49 

Corrected  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  .  . 

10-57 

MATERNAL  DEATHS 

Puerperal  Sepsis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Other  Puerperal  causes  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 
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DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1  YEAR  OF  AGE 


All  Infants 

Legitimate  Infants  .  . 
Illegitimate  Infants.  . 


11  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  .  .  30 

11  Rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births  .  .  .  .  32 

—  Rate  per  1000  illegitimate  live 


births 


Nil 


1951 

1952 

Deaths  from  Heart  Diseases  (all  ages) 

113 

104 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

46 

48 

Deaths  from  Phthisis  (all  ages) 

12 

9 

BIRTHS 

After  allowing  for  inward  and  outward  transfers  the  Registrar 
General’s  figures  for  the  Borough  was  357  live  births;  162  were  male 
and  195  were  female. 

Of  these,  17  were  illegitimate  (7  males  and  10  females). 

The  table  below  shows  the  birthrate  for  the  previous  10  years. 


BIRTH  RATES 

1943  1944  1945  1946  1947  1948  1949  1950  1951  1952 

19-7  21-7  19-4  19-5  20-3  16-4  15-8  14-6  15-3  15-08 


DEATHS 

After  correction  for  transferable  deaths  the  net  total  assigned  to 
the  Borough  was  272,  Viz.:  117  males  and  155  females.  The  crude 
death  rate  was  11-49  as  compared  with  14-23  for  the  previous  year.  The 
corrected  death  rate  was  10-57  as  compared  with  12-97  for  the  previous 
year. 

There  were  158  deaths  occurring  in  persons  over  70  years  of  age. 
The  primary  cause  of  death  was  heart  disease  (92)  with  cancer  second 
(48). 

The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  death  and  the  sex  dis¬ 
tribution. 


7 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

1952 

Males 

Females 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

4 

5 

,,  Other 

— 

2 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

1 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  .  . 

— 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  Stomach 

5 

4 

,,  ,,  Lung,  Bronchus .  . 

5 

1 

,,  ,,  Breast  .  . 

— 

9 

,,  ,,  Uterus 

— 

6 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

10 

8 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

— 

1 

Diabetes  .  . 

— 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 

17 

29 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

12 

7 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

3 

— 

Other  Heart  Disease 

27 

40 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

3 

12 

Influenza  .  . 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

3 

3 

Bronchitis.  . 

3 

3 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

2 

— 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

3 

— 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

2 

1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostrate 

6 

— 

Congenital  malformation 

1 

4 

Other  Defimd  and  Ill  Defined  Diseases 

6 

12 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

2 

— 

All  other  Accidents 

2 

1 

Suicide 

— 

2 

All  causes 

117 

155 

DEATH 

RATE 

1943 

1944  1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

'  1949  1950 

1951 

1952 

8-9 

11*8  11-05 

10-19 

12-08 

10-9 

10-8  10-59 

14-23 

10-57 

CANCER 

The  number  of  deaths  due  to  cancer  (all  forms)  was  48.  The  table 

as  set  out  below  shows  the  incidence  of  cancer  for  previous  years. 

1935 

1940  1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949  1950 

1951 

1952 

28 

36  27 

35 

41 

37 

50  38 

46 

48 

CANCER  DEATH  RATE  PER  1,000  POPULATION 


Year 

1935 

o 

ON 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1 

1 949(  1 950 

1951 

1952 

Yeovil  Borough 

1-4 

1-5 

1-2 

1-5 

1-8 

1-5 

2-1 

1-58 

2-06 

2-02 

County  of  Somerset  .  . 

1-6 

1-6 

1-9 

1-9 

2-07 

1-9 

1-9 

1-89 

2-00 

1-98 

England  and  Wales  .  . 

1-6 

1-7  1  1-9 

1-8 

1-8 

1-8 

1-8 

1-94 

1-96 

1-99 

8 
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INFANT  MORTALITY 

The  number  of  children  dying  within  the  first  twelve  months  of 
life  was  11  as  compared  with  9  for  the  previous  year.  The  rate  per 
1,000  of  live  births  was  30-0  as  compared  with  England  and  Wales  of 
27-6. 

The  table  as  set  out  below  shows  the  number  of  deaths,  and 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate  as  compared  with  previous  years. 


Number  of  Deaths 

1 

1946  1947 

i 

1  1 

1948  1949  1950 

1  l 

1951 

1952 

12 

17 

14 

14 

7 

9 

11 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births  Yeovil 

27-s'  37-1 

i 

364  374  20 

25 

30 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births  in 
England  and  Wales 

43 

41 

34 

32 

29-8 

29-6 

27-6 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Prematurity  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Congenital  Causes  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Atelactasis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Pneumonia  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Heart  Failure  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 


Total  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  11 


AGE  OF  DEATH 


Under  24  hours 

Under  1  week 

1  month  or  under 

Under  1  year 

3 

7 

7 

11 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  during  the  year.  From  1946 
onwards  there  has  been  no  maternal  death  in  the  Borough  which 
reflects  very  creditably  on  the  obstetric  services. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  details  of  infectious  diseases 
notified  during  the  year  and  also  the  figures  for  the  previous  year. 
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DISEASE 

Cases  Notified 
1951  1952 

Poliomyelitis 

2 

7 

Scarlet  Fever  .  . 

5 

14 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

2 

— 

Measles 

480’ 

3 

Pneumonia 

16 

12 

Erysipelas 

4 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

49 

73 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

14 

9 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

5 

— 

Anthrax 

1 

1 

Typhoid 

1 

— 

Dysentery 

4 

DIPHTHERIA  AND  WHOOPING  COUGH 

The  number  of  children  under  5  years  of  age  immunised  against 
Diphtheria,  or  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough,  at  the  31st  December, 
1952,  was  700.  The  number  of  school  children  between  the  ages  of 
5  years  and  14  years  was  3,787,  making  a  grand  total  of  4,487.  A 
Ministry  of  Health  circular  dated  March,  1953,  drew  attention  to 
the  dramatic  fall  in  the  incidence  of  Diphtheria  in  1952  as  compared 
with  1944.  The  figures  are  as  follows  : — 

Year  Deaths  Corrected  Notifications 

1944  934  23,199 

1952  31  274 

Emphasis  however,  is  drawn  to  the  necessity  of  maintaining  the 
high  level  of  immunisation  and  it  is  strongly  recommended  that  not 
less  than  75%  of  babies  be  immunised  before  the  first  year  of  birth. 
Due  to  improved  methods  of  preparing  whooping  cough  vaccine  the 
risks  that  were  reputed  to  be  associated  with  whooping  cough  im¬ 
munisation,  especially  in  regard  to  Anterior  Poliomyelitis,  have  been 
greatly  minimised  and  the  efficacy  of  the  immunisation  enhanced. 

ANTERIOR  POLIOMYELITIS 

During  the  year  7  cases  of  Anterior  Poliomyelitis  were  notified 
as  compared  with  2  for  the  previous  year.  As  members  of  the  Council 
are  aware,  this  disease  may  result  in  muscle  wasting  and  weakness,  and 
deformity  of  a  limb  or  limbs,  though  in  the  majority  of  cases  the  disease 
is  not  a  crippling  one. 

In  1951,  by  arrangement  with  the  Borough  Council,  and  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board,  the  Borough  Swimming  Bath  was  made 
available  for  Orthopaedic  patients,  mainly  those  who  had  had  Anterior 
Poliomyelitis,  for  rehabilitation  exercises.  The  value  of  the  exercises 
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being  carried  out  in  the  swimming  bath  is  that  the  water  supports  the 
defective  limb,  or  limbs,  and  permits  of  a  much  wider  range  of  move¬ 
ment  than  could  be  achieved  on  land.  This  encourages  the  patient, 
usually  a  child,  to  make  maximum  use  of  the  limb  by  promoting  con¬ 
fidence,  and  by  improving  the  muscular  tone  not  only  of  the  affected 
limb,  but  of  the  whole  body.  The  scheme  is  now  well  established  and 
during  the  year  61  children,  mainly  of  school  age,  attended,  the  total 
number  of  attendances  being  1,200.  The  credit  for  this  extremely 
satisfactory  state  of  affairs  is  mainly  due  to  the  Yeovil  Detachments  of 
the  British  Red  Cross  who  provide  members  each  Saturday  to  teach, 
and  encourage  the  children  to  exercise  and  swim.  The  County  Orthopae¬ 
dic  Sister  is  present  to  supervise,  and  advise  regarding  exercises  for 
individual  children. 


INFANT  VACCINATION 

The  number  of  infants  vaccinated  during  the  year  was  169.  The 
number  of  children  between  the  ages  of  1  year  and  14  years  being  26, 
making  a  grand  total  of  195.  In  addition  89  children  were  re-vaccinated 

TUBERCULOSIS 

The  number  of  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified  during 
the  year  was  24,  non-pulmonary,  3.  There  were  9  deaths  recorded 
as  due  to  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  2  for  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis. 
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1952 

1951 

1950 

1949 

1948 

1947 

1946 

No.  of  cases  notified  Pulmonary 

24 

31 

23 

22 

26 

36 

30 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Non-Pulmonary 

3 

3 

8 

2 

5 

8 

8 

No.  of  deaths  Pulmonary 

9 

12 

8 

5 

2 

7 

6 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Non-Pulmonary 

Death  rate  of  Respiratory 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  per  1,900  population 

CJ 

00 

0-51 

0-33 

0-21 

0-1 

0-31 

0-3 

MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  SERVICE 

The  above  service  re-visited  Yeovil  in  September,  1952.  Including 
staff  of  Westland  Aircraft  Co.  Ltd.,  and  school  children,  a  total  of 
4,191  people  were  examined.  A  total  of  9  active  cases  of  tuberculosis 
(7  male  and  2  female),  and  33  cases  of  inactive  tuberculosis  were  dis¬ 
covered  (17  male  and  16  female).  A  total  of  23  abnormalities  of  the 
chest  and  lungs  other  than  tuberculous  conditions  was  noted. 


No.  of  people  examined 

No  of  cases 

of  Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  Diagnosed 

Active 

Inactive 

1948  (Two  visits) 

4,260 

9 

32 

1949 

2,298 

13 

31 

1950 

2,316 

4 

41 

1951 

3,015 

8 

34 

1952 

4,191 

9 

37 

As  in  previous  years,  my  thanks  are  due  to  the  Organising  Sec¬ 
retary,  Mr.  Coffey,  for  the  co-operation  I  have  received  from  him  in 
arranging  these  visits. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 


BIRTHS 


Live  Births 

Still  Births 

Legitimate 

Legitimate 

340 

9 

Illegitimate  17 
Illegitimate  1 

Total 

Total 

357 

10 

INFANT  DEATHS 

Number 

Legitimate 

11 

Illegitimate  — 

Total 

11 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS 

The  number  of  expectant  mothers  seen  at  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics 
was  91,  the  total  number  of  attendances  being  239.  In  addition,  11 
mothers  attended  for  Post-Natal  examinations.  With  regard  to  the 
above  figures  not  all  expectant  mothers  seen  were  resident  in  Yeovil 
Borough. 
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DENTAL  TREATMENT 

Number  of  Ante-natal  cases  .  .  73 

Number  of  Post-natal  cases  .  .  .  .  31 

Number  of  children  under  5  years  .  .  313 

INFANT  WELFARE 

Total  number  of  children  attending  753 

Total  number  of  children  attending 

for  first  time  .  .  .  .  .  .  255 


Total  number  of  attendances  made  3,919 

HOME  VISITS  BY  HEALTH  VISITORS 
Infants  : — 

Primary  visits  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  375 

Subsequent  visits  .  .  .  .  .  .  3,777 

Visits  to  children  1  to  5  years  .  .  4,363 

BLOOD  EXAMINATION  CLINIC 

The  number  of  expectant  mothers  attending  the  clinic  continues 
to  be  satisfactory — a  total  of  504  attending  during  the  year.  A  con¬ 
siderable  proportion  of  patients  attending  are  resident  outside  the 
Borough.  Records  are  now  held  of  over  1,800  patients. 

HOME  HELP  SERVICE 

This  service  continues  to  render  excellent  assistance  and  the 
following  table  indicates  the  scope  of  its  activities. 

Following  alterations  to  the  Preston  Road  Clinic  the  office  ac¬ 
commodation  for  the  local  organising  staff  has  been  moved  to  buildings 
adjacent  to  the  Clinic,  and  this  has  made  for  still  closer  liaison  between 
the  Home  Help  Service  and  the  Public  Health  Staff,  especially  Health 
Visitors.  The  new  location  of  the  offices  are  also  much  more  convenient 
for  the  public. 

Number  of  Cases  who  received  Help  in  1952 — 

Type  of  Case  Yeovil  Borough 


Maternity  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  20 

Old  Age  and  Infirmity  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  69 

Tuberculosis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

Chronic  Illness  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  57 

Emergency  Illness  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  77 

Families  of  motherless  children  .  .  .  .  8 

Totals  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  241 


A  number  of  the  old  age  and  chronic  cases  have  received  help 
for  two  or  three  years. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT 

No  action  was  taken  under  Section  47  of  the  above  Act. 

P.  POWER  FOX, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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REPORT 


OF  THE 


SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  AND  SEWAGE  AND 
DESTRUCTOR  WORKS  MANAGER 

for  the  year  1952 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
Committee  : 

Gentlemen, 

I  present  herewith  my  Report  for  1952,  and  in  so  doing  would 
record  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  Committee  for  their  continued  support,  also  to  the  members 
of  the  staff  of  my  Department  for  their  valued  assistance  during  the 
year. 


NUISANCES 

COMPLAINTS 


Included  below  is  a  list  of  the  various  complaints  received  by  the 


Department  during  the  year. 


General  Housing  Defects 

Defective  drainage,  cesspools,  etc. 

Smoke,  dust  and  effluvia 

Rats  and  mice 

Verminous  premises 

Kitchen  waste  bins 

Overcrowding 

Keeping  of  animals  and  poultry  .  . 
Foodstuffs  and  Food  premises 
Caravans 

Dumping  of  refuse 
Nuisances  from  water  courses 
Unwholesome  premises 
Factories  and  workshops 


54 

48 

14 

60 

6 

2 

4 
8 

5 
1 
5 
5 
4 
'2 


Total 


218 
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HOUSING 


OVERCROWDING 

No  definite  figure  of  the  number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  is 
known  but  it  is  estimated  to  be  in  the  region  of  60,  of  which  about  45 
are  applicants  for  Council  Houses.  Many  houses  although  not  over¬ 
crowded  continue  to  be  occupied  by  more  than  one  family. 

FITNESS  OF  HOUSES 

The  position  regarding  the  general  fitness  of  the  older  type  of 
houses  has  not  altered  appreciably  during  the  year.  Resort  to  Statutory 
action  following  informal  notices  in  order  to  get  repairs  carried  out  has 
been  more  frequent  than  in  the  past. 


FOOD  INSPECTION 


FOOD  PREMISES 

The  general  standard  of  cleanliness  is  reasonable  but  there  are 
premises  where  improvement  can  be  made. 

Nearly  all  categories  of  food  establishments  including  retail  shops 
have  now  been  provided  with  satisfactory  washing  facilities.  The 
course  now  pursued  is  to  insist  on  constant  hot  water  for  hand  washing 
purposes  in  all  such  premises  including  retail  shops. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

The  Ministry  of  Food  continue  to  occupy  and  use  the  premises 
in  Queen  Street.  At  the  Bacon  Factory  at  Preston  pig  killing  has  in¬ 
creased  during  the  twelve  months. 

Comparative  figures  for  all  animals  slaughtered  for  1945,  1950, 
1951  and  1952  are  included  below.  The  figures  are,  of  course,  for  the 
meat  supplies  within  the  Borough  and  also  the  Rural  areas  supplied 
from  the  Yeovil  centre. 


Year 

Bullocks 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

Total 

1945 

2761 

8167 

604 

2373 

13905 

1950 

2152 

7587 

7203 

1092 

18034 

1951 

2491 

5654 

9513 

62 

17720 

1952 

2238 

7148 

11971 

61 

21418 
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The  following  statement  contains  particulars  of  the  number  of 
carcases  killed  and  inspected  during  the  year  together  with  the  amounts 
of  meat  condemned. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

835 

1403 

61 

7148 

11971 

Number  inspected 

835 

1403 

61 

7148 

11971 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

3 

12 

8 

25 

35 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

70 

598 

14 

191 

1157 

%  cf  number  in¬ 
spected  affected 

with  disease  other 
than  Tuberculosis 

S-74% 

36-35% 

36*06% 

3*02% 

9-12% 

Tuberculosis  only 
Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

4 

10 

_ 

_ 

61 

Carcases  cf  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

95 

380 

. 

_ 

576 

%  of  number  in¬ 
spected  affected 

with  Tuberculosis 

11*85% 

27*79% 

5-32% 

MEAT  OTHER  THAN  CARCASES  CONDEMNED 


Tons 

1 


Cwts.  Qrs. 


10 


lbs. 

26 

27 

16 


j 


Beef 

Mutton 

Pork 


1 


3 

1 


T.B.,  Bruising,  Bone 
Taint,  Abscesses, 
Fractures,  etc. 
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OFFAL  CONDEMNED 


Bullocks  Sheep  Pigs  Calves 


Part  Livers 

465 

— 

—  — 

Livers 

405 

429 

359 

Lungs  .  . 

110 

141 

566  — 

Lungs  and  Hearts 

87 

55 

192  — 

Heads  and  Tongues  .  . 

134 

4 

383 

Plucks  .  . 

— 

47 

211  — 

Milts 

55 

— 

— .  — 

Skirts 

47 

— 

— .  — 

Tripes  .  . 

54 

— 

—  — 

CANNED  FOODS  CONDEMNED 

Meat  .  . 

367  tins 

Milk 

187  tins 

Fruit  and  Vegetables 

1449  tins 

Damaged  or 

Fish . 

153  tins 

unsound  and 

Ham  .  . 

30  tins 

>  unfit  for 

Syrup 

1  tin 

human 

Puddings 

3  tins 

consumption 

Jam . 

10  tins 

Soup  .  . 

4  tins 

Total 

2201  tins 

UNSOUND  FOODSTUFFS 

CONDEMNED 

Geese 

1  crate 

Pickles 

21  jars 

Rice  .  . 

28  lbs. 

Biscuits 

24  boxes 

40J  lbs. 

Damaged  or 

Loose  Ham 

7  lbs.  14  ozs. 

unsound  and 

Ground  Rice 

45  lbs. 

unfit  for 

Sausages 

1 13  lb.  6  ozs. 

human 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

9  lbs. 

consumption 

Savoury  Ducks 

79 

Prunes 

38  lbs. 

Jam 

7  jars 

Tripe.  . 

20  lbs. 

Note — Some  percentage  of  the  above  has  been  disposed  of  as  pig  food. 


FISH  CONDEMNED 

Smoked  Cod  Fillets  .  .  4  stones  \  Damaged  or  unsound  and 
Crabs  .  .  .  .  .  .  7  stones  f  unfit  for  human  consumption 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  following  disinfections  were  carried  out  in 
the  above. 

Houses  disinfected 

Rooms  sprayed  or  fumigated 

Tuberculosis 

Vermin 

Cancer 

Steam  disinfections 
Library  Books 
Miscellaneous 


connection  with 

10 

98 

30 

18 

3 

37 

66 

7 


VERMIN  INFESTATION 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT.  1949. 

1 .  Sewerage 

During  the  year  the  sewerage  system  in  the  Borough  was  again 
systematically  tested  for  rats.  The  following  figures  show  the  work 


carried  out. 

Areas  test  baited  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Points  baited  ..  ..  ..  116 

Negative  results  (presumed  clear).  .  102 

Total  number  of  visits  made  .  .  277 

2.  Private  Premises  (including  business  premises) 

Number  of  premises  visited  .  .  143 

Number  of  premises  baited  .  .  132 

Number  of  premises  clear  .  .  .  .  6 

Total  number  of  visits  .  .  .  .  715 

Total  number  of  points  baited  .  .  1475 

Number  of  premises  cleared  .  .  139 

3.  Corporation  Premises 


Inspection  and  treatment  are  carried  out  at  the  Corporation  Sewage 
and  Destructor  Works  and  Refuse  Tip  regularly.  This  work  is  done 
as  a  practical  measure  in  order  to  keep  any  infestations  under  control. 
During  the  year  approximately  240  visits  were  made  and  more  than 
1,500  points  baited. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS— MILK  AND  DAIRIES 
REGULATIONS,  1949 

The  following  are  particulars  from  the  Register. 

(i a )  Number  of  Retailers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  16 

(b)  Number  of  Producer-Retailers  included  in  (a)  3 

(c)  Number  of  licensed  Pasteurising  Plants  .  .  2 
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MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  REGULATIONS,  1949 


APPLICATIONS  GRANTED  TO  RETAILERS  FOR  RE¬ 
GISTRATION  UNDER  THE  ABOVE  REGULATIONS 

(a)  Tuberculin  Tested  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

(. b )  Pasteurised  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

GRADED  MILK  PRODUCERS  IN  THE  DISTRICT 

(a)  Tuberculin  Tested  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

(b)  Accredited  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

(c)  Pasteurised  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 

APPLICATIONS  GRANTED  FOR  REGISTRATION  OF 
PERSONS  AND  PREMISES 

for  Sale  and  Storage  of  Ice  Cream  .  .  .  .  .  .  11 

for  Preparation  of  Preserved  Food  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 


ICE  CREAM 

TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  PREMISES  REGISTERED  AT 
END  OF  YEAR 

(a)  Manufacture,  Sale  and  Storage  .  .  .  .  2 

(b)  Sale  and  storage  only  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  82 

MILK 


Samples  taken  for  keeping  quality  only 


Sanitary  Inspector's  Department 

*  Somerset  Comity  Council 

T.T. 

Pasteurised 

T.T. 

Pasteurised 

Number  taken 

5 

12 

7 

140 

Number  passed 

5 

11 

6 

134 

Number  failed 

— 

1 

1 

6 

*  Results  are  from  reports  supplied  by  the  S.C.C. 
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BIOLOGICAL  SAMPLES  (Raw  Milk  samples  tested  for  T.B.  bacilli) 


Number  taken 

Negative  Results 

Positive  Results 

3 

3 

— 

SAMPLES 
ICE  CREAM 


Number  taken 

Placed  in  Provisional  Grades 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

68 

49 

17 

2 

— 

SWIMMING  BATHS  WATER 


Readings  taken  for  residual  chlorine 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

9 

9 

— 

Note — Actual  routine  samples  are  not  now  required  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory. 


WATER 


Bacteriological 

Chemical 

1 

Source 

Number 

taken 

Satis-  Unsatis¬ 
factory  factory 

Number 

taken 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Main  Supplies 
(to  cover  all 
sources) 

33 

27 

6 

— 

— 

Source  Supplies 
(supplying  mains) 

16 

15 

1# 

9 

9 

— 

#A11  water  supplies  are  now  chlorinated  before  passing  to  the  mains. 
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GENERAL  SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS 

The  number  of  inspections  made,  together  with  the  results 

given  in  the  following  tables. 

INSPECTIONS 

Houses  and  other  premises  inspected 
Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts 

under 

549 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  . 

824 

Complaints 

211 

Drainage 

230 

Verminous  Premises 

18 

Movable  Dwellings 

49 

Smoke  Nuisances 

116 

Smoke  Observations 

29 

Dust  Nuisances 

8 

Interviewing  Owners,  Builders,  etc. 

270 

Rodents 

232 

Workplaces 

12 

Miscellaneous 

633 

FOOD  PREMISES 

Slaughterhouses 

Butchers’  Shops 

•  •  • 

1039 

•  .  • 

65 

Cafes,  restaurants,  etc. 

•  •  • 

107 

Bakehouses 

•  •  • 

35 

Dairies 

»  •  • 

35 

Icecream  Premises 

•  •  • 

74 

Re  Applications  for  Registration  .  . 

•  •  • 

11 

Fish  Shops 

•  •  • 

38 

Other  Premises 

•  •  • 

419 

Food  Shops  inspected  for  Sanitary 
modation 

Accom- 

70 

Public  Houses 

.  . . 

47 

SAMPLES  TAKEN 

Water — Bacteriological 

•  •  • 

66 

Chemical 

•  •  • 

14 

Icecream 

•  •  • 

68 

Sewage  Effluent 

. 

1 

RESULTS  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS 

General  Defects 

Roofs  renewed 

4 

Roofs  repaired 

30  . 

Chimneys  rebuilt 

14 

Chimneys  repaired 

25 

Guttering  repaired 

31 

Downspouts  repaired 

12 

21 


Walls  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  .  .  .  32 

Walls  rendered  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  32 

Walls  decorated  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  .  42 

Windows  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Windows  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Windows  painted  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  14 

Doors  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

Doors  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  13 

Doors  painted  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  14 

Ceilings  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  5 

Ceilings  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  22 

Ceilings  whitened  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  24 

Skirting  boards  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  13 

Floors  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Floors  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Scullery  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Staircases  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Ventilation  improved  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Dampness  remedied  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

Cooking  ranges  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Yards  paved  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Yards  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Rooms  disinfected  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  66 

Rooms  disinfested  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  33 

Bedding  disinfected  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  39 

Bedding  destroyed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

DRAINAGE 

Drainage  relaid  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  26 

Drainage  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  20 

Choked  drains  cleared  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  35 

W.Cs.  built  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

W.Cs.  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

New  W.C.  pans  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Sinks  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

Gulleys  provided  .  .  .  ,  .  .  .  .  .  .  26 

Baths  fixed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Urinals  fixed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Inspection  chambers  built  .  .  .  .  .  .  20 

Interceptors  fixed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

C.I.  covers  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  18 

Cesspools  emptied  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Indoor  water  supply  laid  on  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

FOOD  PREMISES 

Constant  hot  water  supply  provided  .  .  .  .  3 
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STATUTORY  ACTION  TAKEN  UNDER 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT 


Act  and  Section 

Statutory 

notice 

served 

Court 

Action 

Abated 

In  hand 

Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
Section  93 

9 

2 

8 

1 

Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
Section  138  as  amended 
by  Section  30,  Water  Act, 
1945  . 

1 

—  » 

1 

HOUSING  ACT,  1936 


Number  of 
houses 

Number  of 
perso?is 
displaced 

(a)  Houses  demolished  as  a  result  of 
formal  procedure  under  Section  11  .  . 

Nil 

(b)  Houses  demolished  as  a  result  of  in¬ 
formal  notices  preliminary  to  formal 
procedure  under  Section  11  .  . 

Nil 

(c)  Houses  closed  in  pursuance  of  an 
undertaking  given  by  the  owners  under 
Section  11 

Nil 

(d)  Parts  of  buildings  closed  (Section  12) 

2 

Nil 

(e)  Houses  made  fit : — 

(i)  as  a  result  of  formal  notices  under 
Sections  9  and  12 

Nil 

(ii)  as  a  result  of  informal  notices  pre¬ 
liminary  to  formal  procedure  under 
Sections  9  and  12 

Nil 

(iii)  as  a  result  of  an  undertaking  under 
Section  11 

2 

HOUSING  ACT,  1949 
(/)  Closing  Orders  made  under  Section 
3(1)  •  •  ..  •  •  ..  .. 

Nil 

(g)  Demolition  Orders  determined  and 
Closing  Orders  substituted  under 
Section  3  (2)  .  . 

Nil 

(/?)  Demolition  Orders  quashed  under 
Section  2. 

Nil 

— 
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FACTORY  ACT,  1947 

Visits  re  nuisances,  sanitary  accommodation,  etc.  .  .  15 

Inspections  re  Section  34  (Means  of  Escape  in  Case 
of  Fire)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  20 

SEWAGE  AND  REFUSE  DISPOSAL  WORKS 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  Sewage  Works  have  been  kept  going  despite  the  difficulties 
which  arise  from  time  to  time.  Very  little  further  can  be  done  to 
improve  a  position  that  can  only  be  satisfactorily  remedied  by  the 
provision  of  the  new  works.  To  proceed  with  this,  the  final  approval 
and  award  of  a  starting  date  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  is  still  awaited. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  destructor  cells  showed  signs  of 
serious  structural  defects  which  will  mean  the  eventual  closing  down 
of  the  plant  after  being  in  constant  use  since  1911. 

The  whole  question  of  future  policy  in  connection  with  disposal 
is  receiving  active  consideration. 

SALVAGE 


The  amounts  of  salvage  materials  collected  and  sold  during  the 
year  1952  are  shown  below  together  with  corresponding  amounts  for 
the  years  1950  and  1951. 


19f 

50 

1951 

1952 

Materials 

Tons 

£ 

Tons 

£ 

Tons 

£ 

Paper 

994 

378| 

92 

13274 

854 

8934 

Ferrous  Metals  .  . 

60 

604 

78 

169 

764 

205f 

Non-ferrous  do.  .  . 

— 

2} 

— 

OI 

z8 

— 

4f 

Rags 

— 

— 

— 

— 

44 

604 

Bones 

03 

z4 

154 

21 

z2 

15 

n 

104 

Bottles  (dozens)  .  . 

84 

41 

'4 

— 

— 

534 

05 

z8 

Kitchen  Waste  .  . 

4744 

18664 

465f 

1863 

5264 

25904 

Miscellaneous  sales 

— 

584 

— 

|  73| 

— 

*62| 

TOTALS 

6364 

23864 

6384 

34504 

I  748 

3829f 

*This  includes  an  item  of  £54  for  cooking  potatoes  for  pig  food. 
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During  the  early  part  of  the  year  there  was  a  fall  off  in  the  demand 
for  waste  paper  as  a  raw  material.  This  position  has  continued. 

Kitchen  waste  collections  and  returns  have  shown  promising  im¬ 
provement. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
C.  G.  H.  RICE. 


